
2015 Convention Featured Speakers

  Life Members Banquet - Thursday, May 14  
Dr. Paul Cappiello, Executive Director of Yew Dell Gardens

Paul Cappiello is the 2013 recipient of the American Horticulture Society’s most prestigious 
award, the Liberty Hyde Bailey Award. He is the executive director of Yew Dell Gardens, 
which is located in Crestwood, Kentucky and considered to be one of America's most unique 
gardens. 
Dr. Cappiello is highly regarded as a teacher, writer, garden designer, and gardener. He is 
known locally, nationally, and internationally for his 20 years of research of cold tolerance, 
propagation, nursery production, and work on selection, introduction, and evaluation of new 
ornamental plants. He routinely presents lectures across the country to gardeners, college 

classes, horticultural professionals, and academic audiences. His work has appeared in over 100 publications.  
 Paul is a keen gardener ― who jokes he is ever hopeful that one day he will get it just right ― an avid basketball 
player specializing in the slow break, and a part time golfer, which he says provides ample opportunity for studying trees 
and shrubs up close and personal. Paul and his wife, Carolyn, and son, Christopher, live in Louisville, Kentucky. 
 (Tri Refresher credit 1 hour GS, ES, LDS)

Opening Luncheon - Friday, May 15
Jon Carloftis, Garden Designer

  
Jon is recognized as one of our nation’s premier garden designers, has received from the 
city of New York a landscaping design award for his over-all body of work.  He has been 
featured on HGTV, Style TV and Martha Stewart.  Jon’s garden designs have been seen in 
the pages of Country Home, Country Gardens, Metropolitan Home, and House Beautiful.
His New York clients for rooftop terraces and landscapes have included the Lauder family 
and other celebrities.  Jon grew up in Rockcastle County in the hills of Eastern Kentucky 
and received a degree in communications from the University of Kentucky where he also 
studied Horticulture and Art History.  He now lives in Lexington, Kentucky.  
(Tri Refresher credit 1 hour GS, ES, LDS)

Design Banquet - Friday, May 15
 Bill J. Harper, AIFD

Bill J. Harper’s role as teacher, designer, and innovator has, by invitation, allowed him to 
participate in numerous workshops and exhibitions throughout North America, Europe, and Asia. 
His skills at teaching fl oristry won him the reputation of being one of the fi nest instructors in the 
country. Bill is a member of the American Institute of Floral Designers (AIFD®), the American 
Academy of Floriculture (AAF), and the Floral Academy of Missouri (FAM). Bill was a member 
of the team that designed and coordinated fl oral décor for the rededication of the Statue of Liberty. 
He has designed for presidential inaugurations and was one of the national designers from the 
U.S. invited to the White House to decorate the executive mansion for Christmas. In addition to 
the numerous awards and recognitions he has received, Bill was presented with the Distinguished 
Service Award by AIFD® in 1996 and was honored as a Fellow of the organization.


