
Who Loves Pollinators? 

A Kid’s View of Pollination 

Brought to you by 
The Garden Club of 

Kentucky 
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Part One 
Pollinators and 

Pollination 
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Some plants are pollinated by 
the wind, some by pollinators, 

and some by both. 
We will study plants that are 

pollinated by pollinators. 



WHY	  CARE	  ABOUT	  POLLINATORS?	  

I stay busy 
helping plants make 

your food 

 
 Do you like butterflies? 

 Do you like hummingbirds? 

 Do you like bees? 

 Do you like to eat? 

POLLINATORS HELP US GROW FOOD! 



Who	  Are	  the	  Pollinators?	  	  

• Bees 

• Butterflies and Moths 

• Other Insects – flies,beetles,wasps 

• Other Critters (especially birds) 
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Find the 
Pollinators 



How	  Are	  Plants	  Pollinated?	  

The pollinator brings pollen from 
one plant to another 

Pollen 

Nation of Change 



TRY THIS 

2. Stick your 
hand in a bag of 

Cheetos 

1. Pretend your 
hand is a bee 

3. Touch the 
center of a paper 

flower 

What happens? 



What	  is	  pollina@on?	  

Kidsgrowingstrong.org 
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WATCH THE BEE 

Pollinator.org 



A Bee 
Bulls Eye 

Tulip 
Poplar 

Rose 
Mallow 

Can you find the 
Anther and the Pistil? 

Betty Hall 

Betty Hall 



Try This – 
Collect Flowers 

From The 
Garden And 

Find The 
Anthers, Pistils 

and Pollen 



Part Two 
Gardens for 
Pollinators 
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Insect pollinated flowers and wind pollinated flowers 
Wind pollinated flowers are different in structure from insect pollinated ones. 
You need to be able to explain the main differences. This table will help to 

make these clear for you. 
Table of flower structure 

Insect Pollinated  Wind Pollinated   
large, brightly coloured petals - to attract insects small petals, often brown or 

dull green - no need to attract insects   
often sweetly scented - to attract insects  no scent - no need to attract 

insects   
usually contain nectar - to attract insects  no nectar - no need to attract 

insects   
moderate quantity of pollen - less wastage than with wind pollination

 pollen produced in great quantities - because most does not 
reach another flower   

pollen often sticky or spiky - to stick to insects  pollen very light and smooth 
- so it can be blown in the wind and stops it clumping together   

anthers firm and inside flower - to brush against insects  anthers 
loosely attached and dangle out - to release pollen into the wind   

stigma inside the flower - so that the insect brushes against it  stigma 
hangs outside the flower - to catch the drifting pollen   

stigma has sticky coating - pollen sticks to it  stigma feathery or net like - 
to catch the drifting pollen   

What do pollinated plants 
look like? 

Pollinator Pollinated 

Large colored 
flowers 

Anthers with 
sticky pollen 

Sweet smell 
and lots of 

nectar 

Betty Hall 

Betty Hall 

Betty Hall 

Wind Pollinated 

Lots of small 
flowers 

Fluffy light 
pollen  

Boundless.com 

USDA 

No nectar and 
no scent 

Betty Hall 



Bee Balm, cone flowers and hosts for butterflies, bees and 
hummers One Garden – Many pollinators 

BEE BALM 
AND CONE 
FLOWERS 

Betty Hall 



Pollinator Gardens 

 Bee	  Colorful	  and	  Sunny	  
 Bee	  Full	  of	  Pollen	  for	  Bees	  
 Bee	  Sweet	  for	  Everyone	  
 Bee	  Na@ve	  	  
 Bee	  Safe	  

US Forest 
Service 



BEE	  COLORFUL	  
	  POLLINATORS	  LIKE	  COLOR!!	  	  

•  Plant	  lots	  of	  different	  
colors	  

•  Use	  reds,	  purples,	  
yellows	  and	  whites	  

•  Have	  colors	  all	  year	  

Betty Hall 



WHAT	  IS	  YOUR	  FAVORITE	  COLOR?	  



Bees and Butterflies Like 
Pink, Purple and Yellow 

Aster 

Betty Hall 

Flat Yellow 
Center 



Hummingbirds 
Like RED 

Wild 
Columbine 

Native 
Honeysuckle 

Royal Catchfly Cardinal Flower 
Betty Hall 

Betty Hall 
Betty Hall 

Betty Hall 

How are 
these plants 

alike? 



Yellow or green are 
for Beetles 



Can	  you	  find	  the	  moth?	  

US Forest Service 
Charles Pierce 

White 
is for 
moths 



Try This – 
Go to the garden and 

write down what 
colors different 
pollinators like. 

You can also look up 
pollinators on-line. 



Part Three 
Bees 



Why	  Like	  Bees?	  	  

 They help grow our food 

  They are too busy to sting us 

 They are fun to watch 

 They are the best pollinators 

I’m 
#1 



The Bees – The Best 
Pollinators 

Can you find the bee? 

BUTTON 
BUSH 
AND 

BUMBLE 
BEE 

Betty Hall 

Betty Hall 



One bee can pollinate 
5000  

fruit flowers in a day 

YUMMY!!! 



WHERE DO 
BEES LIVE? 



A	  HOME	  FOR	  HONEY	  BEES	  

Honey bees live together 
and lay eggs in a hive. 



Daisy Pollen and the 
Tiny Mason Bee 

Some bees 
live and lay 

eggs in holes 

MASON 
BEE 

HOUSE 

I live 
alone. 



SOME BEES LIVE IN TUNNELS IN 
THE GROUND 

We live 
together in 
the ground 

and lay 
eggs there 

BUTTERFLY 
MILKWEED WITH 
BUMBLE BEES 

Betty Hall 



Tiny	  Adrena	  Bees	  Mean	  Spring	  
They	  live	  and	  lay	  eggs	  in	  sandy	  soil.	  



Try this 
 

Go to the garden and look for 
bees. 

 
How many different kinds of 

bees can you find? Where do 
they live and lay eggs? 



Part Four 
Pollinators Need 

Nectar Power 



Bee Sweet -  
Dessert for 
pollinators 

A tongue for 
sipping 
nectar 

Feet for pollen 

Betty Hall 



Callirhoe involucrata 

PURPLE POPPY MALLOW 

One sweet flower – 
three pollinators 

Bring on 
the 

nectar! 

And 
the 

pollen! 

I like the 
seeds 



Go to the garden and 
watch the pollinators 
feed.  Can you tell 

how they sip nectar? 
 

How do you sip sweet 
juice or soda? 

   



Part Five 
Native Plants and 

Pollinators 



WHAT IS A NATIVE PLANT? 

It has been here since the pioneers 
 
They did not bring it with them 
 
It has always been here for native 
pollinators like bees and butterflies 

Betty Hall 



BEE NATIVE – PLANT 
NATIVES.  WHY? 

•  They can grow here 

•  The bees and other pollinators like 
them 

•  Butterflies lay eggs on them 

•  They are easy to grow 



BUTTERFLIES 
LAY THEIR EGGS 

ON NATIVE 
PLANTS 

LIKE  
MILKWEED  

COMMON 
MILKWEED 

Betty Hall 

Monarch 



Betty Hall 



Milkweed	  Magic	  

A Monarch 
Butterfly Betty Hall 



Milkweeds 
in bloom 

WHORLED 
MILKWEED 

PURPLE 
MILKWEED 

BUTTERFLY 
MILKWEED 

Betty Hall 



Spice Bush Magic 

Betty Hall 



Spicebush 
Butterfly Betty Hall 



Wild 
Parsley 

Golden 
Alexander 

Black 
Swallowtail 

Betty Hall 



Many Pollinating Insects 
Love Natives 

Soldier Beetle 

Alex Wild 

Flower Fly 

Tom 
Barnes 

Hummingbird Moth 

Betty Hall 



Try This: 
Plant 3 different native 
plants in your garden.  

Find out what 
pollinators like your 

plants? 



Part Six 
Bee Safe in the 

Garden 



Bee Safe 
Don’t use Poison  

Poison kills pollinators 
Dig with care  

Some pollinators nest in the ground 

Clean up the garden in Spring  
Pollinators spend the winter on plants  



Betty Hall 

How many 
pollinators can 

you find? 



Thanks 

Betty Hall 



Than	  

Thanks	  to:	  

Wild	  Ones	  
Lexington	  Chapter	  

BeTy	  Hall	  

Connie	  May	  

Mary	  Carol	  Cooper	  

Tom	  Barnes	  

Linda	  Porter	  
	  

For	  Educa*onal	  Use	  Only	  

	  


