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DEDICATION  
CEREMONY 

 
VETERAN PLAZA  

 

BLUE STAR MARKER 

 
 

Veterans Day 
11:00 AM on Monday  
11 November 2019 

Franklin Post Office 
619 N. Main Street   
Franklin, Kentucky 

 

  



 

Dedication 
Ceremony 

 

Welcome 
  Postmaster Patrick Gray 

Invocation 
  Don Wright 

Flag Ceremony 
  Simpson County Honor Guard 

Pledge of Allegiance 
   Led by Bobby Dearing, AMVET CO 
National Anthem 
   Led by Ricky Gearlds  
Flyover (weather permitting) 
 

Blue Star Marker 
  Romanza Johnson,  
  Garden Club of Kentucky 
Ribbon Cutting 
  Jay Snoddy 

Floral Tribute 
 Jerri Tarpley, Franklin Garden Club 
 

Moment of Silence 
21-Gun Volley 
  Simpson County Honor Guard 

Taps 
  Simpson County Honor Guard 
 

America the Beautiful 
  Please join in singing 
 

America the Beautiful 
O beautiful for spacious skies, 
For amber waves of grain, 
For purple mountain majesties 
  Above the fruited plain! 
America! America! 
  God shed His grace on thee 
And crown thy good  
  with brotherhood 
From sea to shining sea! 
 
O beautiful for pilgrim feet, 
Whose stern, impassioned stress 
A thoroughfare for freedom beat 
  Across the wilderness! 
America! America! 
  God mend thine every flaw, 
Confirm thy soul in self-control, 
Thy liberty in law! 
 
O beautiful for heroes proved 
In liberating strife, 
Who more than self  

their country loved 
  And mercy more than life! 
America! America! 
  May God thy gold refine, 
Till all success be nobleness, 
And every gain divine! 
 
O beautiful for patriot dream 
That sees beyond the years 
Thine alabaster cities gleam 
  Undimmed by human tears! 
America! America! 
  God shed His grace on thee 
And crown thy good  

with brotherhood 
From sea to shining sea! 

 
lyrics by Katherine Lee Bates (1893) 

music by Samuel A. Ward (1882) 
  

 
Blue Star Marker  

Since World War I, many American families have followed the tradition of 
hanging a banner with a blue star for each family member serving in the Armed 
Forces of the United States, and a gold star for those killed. 

In 1944, the Garden Club of New Jersey planted one thousand flowering 
Dogwood trees along five miles of highway named Blue Star Drive. In 1946, the 
National Council of State Garden Clubs agreed to create a “ribbon of living me-
morial plantings traversing every state” called The Blue Star Memorial Highway 
Program. Later, Gold Star and Blue Star Byway Markers and Memorial markers 
were created for use along smaller roads and in parks, cemeteries, and civic loca-
tions. For more than 75 years, Garden Clubs in all fifty states have been placing 
Gold Star and Blue Star Markers amid plantings of flowers and trees. 

Under the leadership of Club President Shirley Snoddy, the Franklin Garden 
Club installed a Blue Star Byway Marker at the Goodnight Library at 203 South 
Main Street (aka Nashville Road or 31W). When the library was renovated in 
2018, the marker was moved down the road to become the focal point of the Vet-
eran Plaza at Franklin’s U.S. Post Office. 

 Veteran Plaza  
Created by the Franklin Garden Club during Simpson County’s Bicentennial 

Year of 2019, the Veteran Plaza at the Post Office offers the community a place 
to honor and remember active-duty and former service members. Engraved 
bricks are laid around the flagpole.*  

The surrounding garden beds form a V-shape, in honor of World War II’s 
V-Day and of the shape of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington DC. 
The flowers bloom in colors of red, white, blue, and gold, recognizing the colors 
of the five service branches. Most of the plants are native to Kentucky, providing 
a haven for butterflies and other pollinators, and bringing life to the site. 

 

*The flagpole area holds about 400 engraved bricks. After it’s full, another area will be created. 
Bricks can be purchased at polarengraving.com/franklingardenclub, and order forms are availa-
ble from the postal workers. Cost is $30 for writing-only, $35 for writing and image. All veter-
ans are welcome, and financial assistance is available. Pay what you can, and the Help Fund 
will cover the rest. Donations to the Help Fund are gratefully accepted.  

Franklin Garden Club – franklinKYGardenClub@gmail.com 
facebook.com/FranklinKYVeteranPlaza 


